
 
 

Submission from the Korean Disability Forum (KDF) 
 
Below, we are sharing a set of recent resources that bring together movement updates 
and legislative developments, news about an international conference, and a joint 
regional statement issued through the Asia-Pacific Coalition on Deinstitutionalization in 
observance of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. 
 
Movement updates, legislation, and international advocacy 
 
Through the newsletter link below, you can explore current activities in Korea connected 
to: 

●​ The ongoing struggle for deinstitutionalization and community living efforts to 
abolish the disability grading system 

●​ Organizing around rights-based public employment 
●​ Legislative updates relevant to disability rights 
●​ International advocacy efforts led by SADD, one of Korea’s representative 

disability organizations 
 
Read the newsletter here: 
https://stibee.com/api/v1.0/emails/share/5C0aX8cMFzrNb-zxjx-1b-V79pepOVM 
 
International Disability Rights Conference (1 December 2025) 
 
On 1 December 2025, KDF hosted an International Disability Rights Conference, 
bringing global disability rights questions into focus and creating space for 
cross-regional exchange. 
 
Access the conference details here:  
https://stibee.com/api/v1.0/emails/share/qMrFHWljQLkIhr9GO7465FXqLnv6t_U 
 
Asia-Pacific Coalition on Deinstitutionalization joint statement 
 
In addition, through organizing and participation in the Asia-Pacific Coalition on 
Deinstitutionalization, KDF joined coalition members to issue a statement in observance 
of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. The statement reflects that 
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democratic renewal in Asia must redistribute power to the people, including 
persons with disabilities, and reject systems that ‘decide on behalf of’ or ‘protect’ 
persons with disabilities by excluding us. It highlights that institutionalization is a 
fundamental barrier to participation, and therefore calls on governments to 
immediately halt institutionalization policies as a core step toward real democracy. 
 
Read the joint statement here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MiCETt6nPl6FSjmdhky1LS-GG4AsqT_0/view 
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